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those who had character as well as ability. The change for
the better was perceptible with the utmost distinctness in the
upper classes of the Native officials, especially in the judicial
department. When I had first known Calcutta, more than
twenty years ago, honesty among these men was, according
to common repute, the exception; now by the same repute,
dishonesty was the exception and honesty the rule. Indeed
I scarcely then expected to live to see the change for the
better in these respects which I now saw.

There was, on the whole, an upheaval of the Native mind in
Bengal consequent on the spread of secular education, although
the influence of Christian missions, however great elsewhere, was
not much felt in Calcutta. The principal factor was the Brahmo
sect, of which the adherents gathered largely at the capital and
were scattered throughout the country. In religion they
followed the precepts of the- Bible without acknowledging the
divinity of Christ; but they accepted in addition many
doctrines of the Hindu sacred writings. There had been a
Hindu Synod named the "Dharma Sabha" instituted to
counteract these innovations by recalling the thoughts of the
faithful to the ancient ways; many organs of opinion also
spoke as if the old belief survived. But it was doubtful
whether any resistance, passive or active, would long with-
stand the advance of new opinions. The existing tendencies
were rendering educated Hindus less submissive in tone and
language than formerly, more erect in mental and moral stature
in the presence of Europeans, even jealous of the superior
positions held by Europeans in the country, not altogether
disposed to acquiesce in their present status, but rather inclined
to criticize the conduct and policy of the Government and to
demand increased privileges. Without going so far as to ask
for representative institutions, they aspired to have a greater
share than previously in governing themselves, though they had
not formed exact ideas as to how that share was to be secured.
They perhaps desired in effect to have the satisfaction of ruling
the country while the Europeans had the labour of defending it.
They had an overweening notion of their own intellectual